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AUNTIE FEE 


WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU SAW FRANK? 


LET ME TELL YOU THE LAST TIME I SAW HIM. HE ALWAYS HAD A HABIT OF 
RUNNING OUT OF GAS AND HE RUNS OUT OF GAS AT 2:30 IN THE MORNING ON 
THE SANTA MONICA FREEWAY, OK? HE CALLS ABOUT 10 PEOPLE TO COME GET 
HIM AND NOBODY WOULD COME GET HIM. HE CALLS ME AT 2:30 IN THE MORN- 
ING. I SAY, “OKAY, NOT A PROBLEM.’ I GET UP OUT OF MY BED, GET MY 
AAA, GET HIM OFF THE FREEWAY, GET HIM TO THE NEAREST GAS STATION, PUT 


GAS IN HIS CAR AND GIVE HIM $20. I NEVER SEEN HIM SINCE. EXCEPT ONE 
TIME.” 


‘DO YOU HAVE A COMPUTER? 


MOTHERFUCKER, DO I HAVE A COMPUTER? WHAT ABOUT “HELLO AUNTIE”? WHAT 
THE FUCK IS WRONG WITH YOU! 


~ CONFIDENTIAL REPORT ~ 
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The color code is non-negotiable. 
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THE COLOR PURPLE IS A FORBIDDEN COLOR. 
THE COLOR PURPLE IS FORBIDDEN IN THE STUDIO. 
THE COLOR PURPLE IS PUNISHABLE BY DEATH. 
THERE IS NEVER AN EXCUSE FOR THE COLOR PURPLE. 
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Tne been HO years discover ing 


that the queen of all colors 
is BLACK." 


—Pierre-Avovste Renoir 


Rosie Watson introduces MEET? 


people to believe in you, 
herself by saying her son They met through Eddie and take a chance on y « I 
inherited “the gift of the and Raymond, they are life you’ve got to have botr 
gab” from her. And she comes also my nephews. And then Swagger and sway. Remember 
correct: within moments, a Jonathan introduced Lonny that.’ He laughed and said, 
stream of stories, pearls to Sydney. That’s how they ‘Okay Auntie, I’1ll remember 
of wisdom, life lessons and came together, musically that.’ And I said, ‘By the 
mottos flows freely, with a and creatively. They would way I am going to trademark 
cadence and rhythm that’s meet at Sydney’s house in that statement! It’s a Rosie 
almost song-like. Born in high school, and they would Original.’” 
Louisiana, raised in LA, compose music. And they just 
she’s the devoted mother of loved it; they just had a ARE YOU INTO CARS AS WELL? 
Frank Ocean’s good friend wonderful time. And I stayed I really do love cars. I 
Jonathan. Rosie refers to on Lonny: “Lonny, get my drive a 2006 Chevy HHR, 
Frank (aka “Lonny”) as her son home by curfew!” I made and I love that little car 
nephew, and is also called him give me his cell phone That’s the longest I’ve 
“Auntie” by the likes of number, and I would fuss at ever kept a car. Normally I 
Syd Tha Kid and Tyler The him. I kept him running I’m would keep a car only for 
Creator. sure! two years, because I love 
“With Lonny,” Rosie different cars. Although 
recalls, “he had that drive YOUR VOICEMAILS ARE THE now I do have a KIA Optima, 
toward being successful. And STUFF OF LEGENDS. WHAT DO which I’d bought for my son 
certainly they spent enough YOU LOVE ABOUT LEAVING to drive when he was in 
time in Sydney’s studio to PEOPLE MESSAGES? college. KIA and Hyundai 
make a lot of good music I think when you call are sister companies, and 
together, and they did. I someone, you should leave a I find that they make very 
was a lot more worried about voicemail for them. But with good vehicles. As a matter 
Cc) Tyler. I remember chasing him my son, I do leave voicemails of fact, the car that Rodney 
around the house and saying, for him, I’ll often leave \ : 
Cry “Tyler, £ think you’ re crazy, inspirational voicemails. Remember in 
a I think there’s something Sometimes I’11 leave nasty ies ia wee you have 
seriously wrong with you. voicemails too! And I’ll 
‘ma And I remember Lonny was leave nasty voicemails for to have both 
there and he said, ‘Auntie Lonny too, when the timing 
<—T <r Rosie, let me get this clip!’ is right! I want them to swagger and 
E said, ‘You better not!l/’” always remember to just be 
= | l She laughs. “I had curlers themselves, that they don’t ees Having 
<_ Cc) all in my hair. And he wanted have to be the type of man oWaAaQGee Ls not 
to get this on film!” that’s described in a typical ‘ ‘ 
os >< With a big heart and rap song. They don’t have to enough 1M) Lire. 
SZ warm persona, Rosie’s be balling, they don’t have King, back in 1992, outran 
a | <r quick to take others on as to be ballers, they don’t the police in was a Hyundai. 
< her own, and gives Frank have to be shot callers. I Imagine - this funny looking 
LL. \ a > the same maternal care leave voicemails for my son black man, in this funny 
ee and advice that Jonathan in particular because I want sounding car, outruns the 
<r reaps, as heard on ‘Not my son to remain optimistic. police. You know that made 
| > Just Money’, an interlude I want him to know that his them angry! So even back 
= — on Channel Orange. She also mother has his back, no then in 92, the Hyundai was 
‘ae has a particular flair for matter what. I want Lonny to a very good car. It was very 
¢5 voicemails: she makes another also know that Auntie Rosie fast. I love cars. I have to 
—< guest appearance on the new is here for him. wash and vacuum my car every 
> album, with a voicemail that week, because somehow I see 
a warns of flesh-eating bacteria WHAT’S THE LAST ADVICE YOU that car as an extension of 
>~— > al = that’s running rampant on GAVE TO FRANK? me. They just seem to drive 
college campuses. When I last I saw him, he better when they’re clean! 
Usama — ‘al Sat in an IHOP where came by the house, and he was There was a commercial - I 
te | —s <T the waitress knows how she in this beautiful...Porsche believe it was for Cadillac 
C_) takes her coffee (extra hot I think it was? Sedan? It - and it said “when you turn 
_ i | Cx for the first cup), Rosie was gorgeous. And I said, your car on, it should do the 
comes here often to study, ‘Remember in life, you have same for you.” I also owned 
oC > Cc") Currently in graduate school to have both swagger and a Cadillac, an Escalade, 
GQ for Psychology and Therapy. sway. Having swagger is not several years ago. And my 
= i { y CY) C_) Though she can chat for enough in life. With swagger motto was: “When you ina 
days, she’s an equally alone, you’re convincing Cadillac, you know where 
— | f— good listener and an acute yourself that you have you’re at.” They’ re wonderful 
GP observer, the result of 27 something that you really may cars. 
SE — | >< Cc) years working as a probation/ not have, and that others 
Parole officer in Los Angeles. don’t see in you. Sway is WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITE 
~— —> Li - a Dressed superfly, with a sharp knowing what to do with that EVER CAR? 
—e c> sense of style (due to her swagger. Sway is influence. I would say my Chevy Camero. 
}— OQ daily routine she calls “prep It’s persuasion, and I I was younger, of course, 
before you primp”), Rosie shortened it to sway. You it was red, it was fast. 
brings us into her world and have to believe in yourself, Of course I appreciate the 
telts it how it is. but you also have to impart Pinto that my mother made my 
that confidence in such a Sister hand down to me, I 


HOW DID JONATHAN AND FRANK way that you convince other think it was a ‘74 Pinto. But 


the Camero was a car that I 
bought for myself; it was my 
first brand new car. And it 
lasted: I had over 100,000 
miles on that car. 


WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS 

ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND THE 

YOUNGER GENERATION? 
I do believe that they are, 
in many ways, in a good 
place. I believe that social 
media is a medium by which 
they do communicate with one 
another, and also become 
activists in many ways. It 
truly is an opportunity for 
activism. However, I also 
believe that it can also 
be very destructive in the 
sense that it can derail 
their focus. Forms of social 
media are potentially very 
addictive. And they can be 
abused, and they can consume 
too much of your time to 
the point that you are too 
concerned with what other 
people think about you. I do 
believe that people that use 
it have to know how to use 
it, and how to Limit its use. 

Sometimes I’d hear my son 
laughing in his room, so I’d 
walk into his room and say, 
“What is so funny? What are 
you laughing about?” And he 
would say, “Mom, I’m talking 
to my friends.” And I’d say, 
“You’ re not talking to your 
friends, you are typing to 
them.” I would go and get the 
house phone and bring it to 
him to say, “Here. Call them. 
Hear their voices.” I also 
told him this: ‘Do not ever 
ask a girl for a date through 
a text.’ If a guy ever asked 
me for a date on a text, I 
would probably type back 
something very unkind, with 
an exclamation point! 


DO YOU USE SOCIAL MEDIA 


YOURSELF? 
I don’t know how to Tweet. 
No, let me say this - I sent 


one Tweet a couple years ago, 
maybe year and a half, to 
MC Hammer. Somehow I got a 
tweet from MC Hammer, and I 
tweeted back to him somehow 
in my reply! That was my one 
and only time. He had been 
arrested by the police - it 
was profiling. I said to MC 
Hammer, “Remember this. The 
lesson that’s to be learned 
is the police officer’s lesson 
to learn. It is his lesson to 
learn that not all black men 
are thugs, and that you can’t 
judge a book by its cover.” 
Actually, there’s one 
thing I’d like to be able 
to use social media for! 


With Michael Brown having 
been killed in Ferguson 
Missouri, there’s one Tweet 

I would love to send out. I 
believe that this jury is not 
going to come back with an 
indictment of Darren Wilson. 
I believe that so much time 
is elapsing now over this 
entire case, I believe 
there’ s a lot of corruption 
going on in the investigation 
of this case. One Tweet I 
would like to hear the crowd 
shout out is: “We know about 
the wait, they’re getting 
their lies straight!” I would 
love to have someone tweet 

it for me, to say, “Auntie 
Rosie said that you all 

need to shout this out!” I 
believe that they in fact are 
delaying the investigation 

of this case because they’ re 
getting the stories straight. 
So - we know about the 

wait, they’re getting their 
lies straight. Although 

I’m a peace officer myself, 

I believe that we have to 
respect people, we have 

to be respectful of their 
rights, we cannot become so 
intoxicated with our own 
power that we in fact think 
that we own the world and we 


Don’t ook fer 
excitement in 
everything you 
do; we have to 
be able to live 
and contend 
with boredom. 


run it, and everyone else is 
just a guest. We have to stay 
in our place too; we have to 
stay in our lane. 


WHAT’S SOME ADVICE YOU’D 

GIVE TO SOMEONE READING 

THIS MAGAZINE? 
Don’t confuse stability with 
stagnation. In life, you want 
to move towards stability. 
The stability is what you 
want in your family life, 
it’s what you want in your 
job and career. Don’t look 
for excitement in everything 
you do; we have to be able 
to live and contend with 
boredom. But that doesn’t 
mean that you’re stagnated. 
Remain inspired throughout 
life, curious, moving 
forward. We should not be 
afraid to risk, to take a 
risk. We should have courage. 


WHAT’S THE BEST ADVICE 
SOMEONE GAVE YOU? 


I remember the encouraging 
words of my mother, who would 
always say - the sky is the 
limit. Her life was certainly 
not. an easy life, of course, 
being a black woman coming 
from the south. She raised 
five children on her own 
because my father also passed 
away, when I was a little 
girl. So my mother raised five 
children on her own, cooking 
and cleaning houses for other 
people. She did not have a 
formal education but she was 
one of the smartest people I 
knew. She was very bright, 
very intelligent, and she 
always imparted optimism in 
us to do our very best. 


WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU, 
IN BECOMING A THERAPIST/ 
PSYCHOLOGIST? 
As a therapist, and asa 
clinical psychologist, we 
are the agents of change. I 
believe that we should never 
give up on life. We certainly 
are all interconnected 
in life, and we all need 
each other, regardless 
of our race, creed, 
color, regardless of our 
nationality. My life - and 
how I interact with people 
- is not a zero sum game, in 
the sense that my gains are 
not your losses, my losses 
are not your gains. I feel 
that my gains can help you 
win, and your gains can help 
me win. And so we all need 
help from one another. 
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ANY SURPLUS IS IMMORa, 


AWFUL PUNISHMENT AWAITS REALLY BAD PE 
BEING HAPPY IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN sects 
HING ELSE 
BOREDOM MAKES YOU Do CRAZY THINGS 
CHANGE IS VALUABLE WHEN THE OPPRESSED BECOME TYRANTS 
CHILDREN ARE THE CRUELEST OF ALL 
CHILDREN ARE THE HOPE OF THE FUTURE 
CONFUSING YOURSELF Is 4 way TO STAY HONEST 
iF YOU LIVE SIMPLY THERE is NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT 
INHERITANCE MUST BE ABO) ISHED 
IT IS MAN'S FATE TO OUTSagarr HIMSELF 
IT’S BETTER TO BE NAIVE Tan JADED 
iTS CRUCIAL TO HAVE AN ACTIVE FANTASY LIFE 
JUST BELIEVING SOMETHING CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN 
LACK OF CHARISMA CAN BE FATAL 
MONEY CREATES TASTE 
MOTHERS SHOULDNT MAKE TOO MANY SACRIFICES 
MURDER HAS ITS SEXUAL siDE 
NOTHING UPSETS THE Bat aNCE OF GOOD AND EVIL 
PEOPLE ARE BORING UNLESS THEY RE EXTREMISTS 
PEOPLE WHO GO CRAZy ane TOO SENSITIVE 
PRIVATE PROPERTY CREaTED CRIME 
PUSH YOURSELF TO THE 4 sagt AS OF TEN AS POSSIBLE 
RAISE BOYS AND GIRLS The SAME WAY 
RANDOM MATING IS GOop FOR DEBUNKING SEX MYTHS 
ROMANTIC LOVE WAS INventeD TO MANIPULATE WOMEN : 
SACRIFICING YOURSELF For A BAD CAUSE IS NOT A MORAL AC 
SALVATION CAN'T BE BOuGHt AND SOLD 
SELFISHNESS IS THE MOs7 paSiC MOTIVATION 
SELFLESSNESS IS THE ticspiest ACHIEVEMENT oN 
SLIPPING INTO MADNESS ;~ GQOD FOR THE SAKE OF comparis 
SLOPPY THINKING GETS WORSE OVER TIME 
SOMETIMES SCIENCE ADya NCES FASTER THAN IT SHOULD 
THE MORE You KNOW THE BETTER OFF YOU ARE 
THE WORLD OPERATES ACCORDING TO DISCOVERALE LAws 
THERE ARE Too Few MturaBleE TRUTHS TODAY 
THERE'S NOTHING EXCEPy WHAT YOU SENSE 
TIMIDITY [IS LAUGHABLE 
TORTURE IS BARBARIC 
TRUE FREEDOM is FRIGHTFUL 
USING FORCE TO STOP Force 1S ABSURD 
WISHING THINGS AWAY tS NoT EFFECTIVE 
vou ARE GUILELESS IN YouUR DREAMS 
YOU ARE THE PAST PRESENT AND FUTURE —__ 
YOU OWE THE WORLD Nor THE OTHER WAY AROUND 
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MAIN CHARACTERS 


Steely (MEI egal at) 
Charismnat $6 and well liked 
but emotionally guarded. 
Steals cardiggne hobby though 
he comes {6m a well-to- do 
industrial family. 


> € ester Weed : = 
Beautiful Mand sassy, she’s 
a gifted preduct design 
and mechagi¢al engineering 
student. 


WEN by iat 
phy rae byt. 


's. best 

steely’s childhood 

friend aki’ te a brother. 

ose €6 both Steely and 
Shoobie. 


(CEO and Inventor) 

» and foremost scientific 
i of his generation who 
his @wm tech company. 
Enigmati But seemingly 
ramnevolent. 


k ely’ & good Lniend 
- ieee ed) 


Saat ES oie aaa nee 
Paraite Paseo Schoey 


contrast 
A modern 

technology but 
somewhat overtaken by nature, 


embracing 


Still trying to find a balance. 
There are pick-ups and wagons 
amongst luxury cars, very 
democratic. Steely peers into 
a car with a cigar 

ashtray. Using t ; 
card, he swipes it against the 
car’s access strip and gains 
entry. He steals the cig, 
lights it and walks a few cars 
down. He notices a hanging air 
freshener in another car and 
decides he likes it, breaks 
into that car as well taking 
the fragrant contraband. The 
Stillness is mesmerizing, you 
can barely hear the autobahn 
in the distance or the steps 
of his companion just a few 

feet ahead. 


Caged court centered in a park 
somewhat densely populated 
with live oak trees, their 
limbs perfectly frame rather 
than reach above the court. 
Clark is around 5/10” or 
1 Bae lean but strapping 
and towering compared to a 
seemingly younger Steely who 
just beamed a ball at Clark 
and nearly landed a good punch 
before Robb and Matthew body 
blocked. Clark would have 
hurt him, badly, obviously, 
as Steely is a few years 
younger and still developing 
a physique to match his mental 
toughness. 


ROBB: ‘Whoa whoa whoa 
level down...’ 
‘Kiss and make 
up, » It's a 
sport,’ 
Todi jhe The 
wh 7 Hie alyeya. 


CEA (Chianke hie face: 
KOM LGC. SG Laie) oh asiiae: 
pone 
Steely steps up to guard 
him, placing his hand on 


Clark’s side to telegraph his 

movements, Clark crosses him, 

drives and lays the ball up, 
winning the game. 
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paths of stone or concrete, 
the grounds are riddled with 
ever so slight inclines and 
valleys. There’s a large 
Olympic sized pool built with 
Carrara marble, students ice 
skate it during the winter 
and skateboard in it in warmer 
months. 


Shoobie walks 
of Steely, carrying a slate 
of metal, head held high, 
inhaling deeply and gratefully 
from a harmless, flavored 
steam cigarette. She squints 
her large eyes on a toke and 
looks back at Steely going 
inside of someone else’s car. 
The color of her eyes change. 
She keeps walking. teely 
catches up and throws his 


Slowly ahead 


left arm around Shoobie - he 

quickly takes his arm back to 

himself then grabs both her 

elbows and turns her toward 
him. 


i 


Steely looks up at the sky. 
A wide, flat translucent 
aircraft is coasting slowly 


above, leaving clouds in its 
wake and filtering sunlight 
into beautiful prismatic 


refractions onto him. 


He’s looking down at Shoobie, 
she's wearing radiation 
protective gear. Her helmet 
is mirrored orange and red, 
the suit has a white body. 
He focuses on her and not the 
campus being destroyed behind 
her by fire, 
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(Brushes imaginary locks from 
his face) 


barefoot 


hallway 


i 
stone oven, 

frigerated 
shes and The floor 
perforated with vents that 
heat and vacuum the floor for 
debris. Potted plants are in 
the windows as well as above 
the pool of water. Steely 
takes two bowls out of a 
cabinet, a knife, two spoons, 
a jar of milk, honeycomb, 
and bananas off of a hook. 
He begins to prepare one bowl 
of oatmeal and one bowl of 
cereal. He slices a banana on 
a wood cutting board, places 
the banana slices on top of 
both bowls, swirls some honey 
on the oatmeal then walks 

back through the hallway. 


The hardwood hallway extends 
into a room where Shoobie is 
seated in front of a white 
desk with a translucent top 


that is evenly lit from 
beneath. She's sketching 
schematics with graphite 
while 3-D printing small 
pieces of the design from 
the sketch paper directly. 


Steely places the cereal on 
her table and sits on a full- 
sized bed cornered against 


the far left wall. Steely 
eats and looks around the 
room. Photos and schematics 


are placed on the wall, bed 
sheets spill onto the floor and 
Shoobie’s wearing PS shorts, 
varsity hoodie, ankle socks 
and a messy ponytail, It’s 
a perfectly lived-in moment 
that feels right in the ways 
you'd hope for when two people 
comfortably cohabitate. Just 
then he notices a message in 
his field of vision. 


BEGIN TEXT: 
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to .a slight 


speeding 
£ door/haif 


and bSegins 

pulls his car over, shining 
his lights on Steely. Steely 
gets into the car and steals 
the cigarette Matthew just 
lit from his mouth. Cars speed 
past going under and over 
intersections. A song plays. 


TEES 


Hag 


NEXT TEXTS, STEELY READS BUT 
DOESN’ T RESPOND: 


SCENE 3 
f Steely and Matthew split up — 
Steely walks down the ramp in 4 corridor and. go into 
into the structure casually, different classrooms that 2 : 
trying not to be noticed - Stand-alone trailers. — 
the distracted guard sotices : 
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or'm Sein Beagey Garten, and slamming his ; 12 d 
teBeotion in: “5 hands on the hood) ‘DAMN , 
= = NICE BRAKES! !‘ > 
evixvémely C82 “mi sree « t 
’ ith 
MATTHEW: ‘People are rson mar ; 
—. (Tilia hata aia en 


reek . a) 0G @ Xxain falling on him 
2 pneé is outside. He 

On a faucet 

then heads 
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guys look dank point ; = Ve : 
Zan! ron § , nas : 
BLONDE GIRL: ‘Close your back into the | Shy La s) bet etd * : 
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BLONDE GIRL: ‘You’ re 
small.’ 
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but covers herself once she 

sees the car. In disbelief 

she walks towards Steely but 

continues past him, covering 

her mouth as she stares at 
the vehicle. 


Steely walks down a ramp into 
a living space, a bar that 
icoks off into the distance. 
Outdoorsman photography and 
console portraits line a wall. 
A photo of Steely and his dad 
holding a catch by the sea, 
another of him climbing a 
half dome. There’s a jellyfish 
aquarium. The seating area is 
an ecosystem all its own with 
more plants and contained 
living micro systems. He eats 
pasta and watches television. 
Once he finishes eating he 
gets up, undresses, grabs 
his recall device and heads 
to the bathroom. Steely walks 
into a yellow shower. A 3-D 
projection of a woman in blue 
washes his back. 


Dunk. Break for the curb. 
Clark taps Steely on the ass, 
blows him a kiss. 

Clark shoves him. 
Steely stumbles and walks 
over to a vehicle parked on 
the side. 

Steely leans on the driver 
window and kisses the driver. 
Steely circles to the other 
side and sits in the passenger 

f seat. 

Driver puts a dutch to 

laps Ss mouth. Steely hits 
3 bas 


_ Steely and driver kiss blowing 


smoke out of their noses. 


Engine noise. 


Steely is high off endorphins 
while his back is being 
rubbed by the lady in blue. 
He finishes his shower, heads 
to his bed and crashes into 
sleep. Steely’s blurry eyes 
open up to Shoobie lying 
next to him with the look 
of Christmas morning on her 
face. It’s Sam-ish. The glass 
now gives the views pass up on 
the level. Shoobie has been 
dealing with Garten’s vehicle 
for the last several hours. 


Steely takes a seat. Black 
cup of coffee in his hand. 
Shoobie has a rainbow coil of 
wires running from a handheld 
device into a port on the 
headlight of Garten’s car. 


In a moment Steely’s vision 
through the windshield glows 
and the city past the woods 
falls off into sky. His entire 
surroundings glow golden and 
white and the edges of his 
view fall off into endless 
sky. He seems to be on an 
island, floating high above 
any water. Steely jumps a 
bit, spills the coffee on 
his boxer shorts. It takes a 
moment for him to feel the 
sensation, 
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Rpeeaiy Sump out of the car. 
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Frank: ay, SO we were talking about 
BasedGod: Mr cean, yes Sir, thank you putting out music and I was saying your 
appre 2 is modern. You aren’t pinned 
Frank: You never know what someone’s dc the se rules or : 
going through they say. What uld you say the 
average commenter looks like on the internet? BasedGod: The norm 
Let’s say you put out a song in like two hours 
and you go on a blog and there’s a hundred Frank: That corporate America music shit, 
comments already... I’m tryna understand what you know? I feel like the ‘Based Way’ is 
that person is, who is it? Is it everyone a lot healthier, because it’s ina flow, 
around me secretly? I don’t know that I know unencumbered. To be able to take time and 
any of them. (Laughter) repare a body of work is great, but overall 
being free-form with our output is better in 
BasedGod: When it comes down, it’s like, the long run, I think. I’d Like toe be Bike 
who?? And I wonder that too. I can speak from that. 
personal experience, one of my people that I 
know, he had a video on Worldstar and I wrote BasedGod: Congratulations. 


some comments and I hated! 


Frank: Huh? (Laughter) Thank you. 
Frank: So it was you?! (Laughter) Alrite 


fsho. BasedGod: I come from the traditional 
senseof music and I did that and I do that, 
BasedGod: So if you have some comments that’s what I love doing. I love that. Getting 
and they might be a lil personal, it might be in the studio like where we at right now and 
your friend. doing what we doing, this is what I love. 
This is legendary. Also I come from making 
Frank: So these people are playing, music however it comes because you know it’s 
it’s just something to do. Not motherfuckers that need the music 
serious. a ow. because that’s all they got and 
by Shee Eee that’s what they got. You know 
BasedGod: The scary thing gine Renee ht ee eae we not worried about if it’s for 
is that some of these people are et ct tcl ei gos ace club quality. We gon play that 
serious. (Laughter) that’s T7AO11 COA hea full blast in our car or fell 
ra what’s scary. The comments USS a es pag blast at the house, and shit the 
<x give people the chance to say fz. ease peranit club gon play it too, eventually, 
> something anonymously, to put ; : you know 
ii whatever they want, Brangdons and what I’m saying? The hood parties 
Ww frustrations, anything. = Bedoya Sapte * gate Ch you know, or the local, the local 
ce They could’ve come back from i (COU LG. Be Tite parties or the people gon fuck 
— a long day and just wanna let different with you. You know the people gon 
ee loose on somebody. This is a ? Fe omer. “655 make that. (Runner brings ina 
cts real experiment, and it Vero lone ~oO.- bottle of Johnnie Walker) 
<< shows you how people are. I ie 
= know you’ve heard about the myself ae Ong Frank: Aye! Thank you. 
< experimentwhere they test people : 
> to see if they would beat up MOre. BasedGod: Shall I open this for 
roe Someone who’s in jail, and they you, Sir? 
see if 
Fa the people would shock someone else if they Frank: There you go, corporate backing. 
_ had the chance and the other person wouldn’t 
— > know. People were actually shocking other BasedGod: You know what I’m saying?! 
<2 people if they did something wrong, because That’s what that corporate backing will do 
pn you didn’t see them. They would shock them, forreal! 
<5 © but if you could see them, then they weren’t 
2 = \— doing that. It’s a scary thing when you feel Frank: You know they’1ll have that ass on 
a2o< like you don’t have to see anybody or you have the Johnnie Walker advert. 
o> these layers of protection. 
oy. BasedGod: You gotta put that away, look, 
pe 2? Mikey: It’s a scary thing. if you got some stock in it I’m fuckn w you. 
=, Frank: That’s the real them. That’s the Frank: I don’t even know if they did 
he real person. At the same time though, people the IPO like that. Nah, they over there in 
are complicated to the point that nobody is Scotland. 
any one thing. Given the opportunity you could They got the address on the box right here. We 
be five different Brandons and I could be five should go see em. 
different versions of myself — or more. Five 
is an arbitrary number. The internet is just BasedGod: So, look you gotta tell me, cus 
another experiment showing us more sides of you saying words I don’t even know. IPO, what 
us. does that mean? 
BasedGod: You’1l see some girl in the Frank: IPO stands for Initial Public 


i’m not the guy that’s always putting it on my fans rile 
like, ‘Hey fuck with me on my Paypal.’ for that an 
Offering,it’s when a company makes the1l1 the question came up, 1S money sexy: You know, 5 
product available for trade on the stock like that, d u yn 
marie? When the Yar public’ SO i speak. BasedGod: gotta split some money up, 
This comes wi letting peor know ae Se é business costs to make the 
your business, like du gotta ll your I’m paying taxes than a mot 
shareholders how you did that quarter of thal Frank: My f t J was ‘ pe ‘ f 
year, you know? You’ve got people to answel E as fuck.’ and my fr 1’ J ! Frank: We all paying em 
to Hae eg ee] se sad Saas (Laughter) 
filthy. People wear 1 wrong etc.’ And 
BasedGod: Like why that drop?! Your thinking, ‘Sure.’ but no, I don’t agree wit! BasedGod: Yea we all a 
investment niggas might fake on you. OG like that. wanna be complacent because sg 
‘Oh, you dropped five percent I’m leaving, ’ ies . orrying about paying bills bi 
and you like ‘I thought you fucked with me, I Mikey: I don’t either, money is the fuel paid and motherfuckers is owning things 
thoughtu was my patna?’ he like, MEN ww for options. and now it’s the next level of career and Frank: My last xecord, = igeee eee 
x ar Loe te eet vorldwide. vinyl. But somebody did and sold a whole lot 
Frank: It’s true though, fiscal BasedGod: I was waiting for that < | of vinyl. They had mp3s on it, not properly 
responsibility. You’ve got a board. You could we can’t forget that my brother, we cannot Frank: Worldwide. Yes. done at all. Still they’1l win because there's 
get kicked off the board even if you started forget. Me, my problem ee oe we a demand for it. That goes back to the 
ie) all artists in here, and sometimes i it just BasedGod: Yes sir. Pop. You know I feel business talk we were having about covering 
be so into my art and just my brand and shit, like I’m embedded in pop culture right now your ass. Make sure you can profit from it not 
BasedGod: That shit’s crazy, bruh. so fulfilled off getting the art and on this level, and that’s a blessing where just for the sake of profit, but so you can 
what I do that you forget that you’ ré and how far we’ve come from. A lot of the convert that energy to build up your next 
Mikey: They tried to get Bill Gates in a business also. You’ve got operatior beautiful people holding me doen ‘fooloadd a 
trouble, because when he took Microsoft public things to keep this business going a! d especially people like ya’l1ll that’s just 
he bought 35 percent of the shares. He wasn’t that you gotta have money, you gotta cing taking ya’ll Se and not afraid to show BasedGod: That’s truth, bruh. 
supposed to do that. I think you’re only money. palace He gees ae) HO be in the ete ee ieee on : i 
to be able to get a quarter. studio. And I’m not the guy that’s always 101 ple. : . wank: Random, but sone imesua 
Sn He needed that. ‘ putting it on my fans like, ‘Hey fuck with Because everybody won’t do that. Ehaes Loa hand prefer my 
me on my Paypal.’ putting it on twitter, you Everybody won’t be like, ‘We that’ S followed childhood over all this serious 
BasedGod: That’s bossed up. So what would know, ‘Help the boy!’ But it’s a blesSing too, still fuck wit B’. I’m like that 2 3 adulthood 
be the motivation of making your stock public because when you believe in your brand and you though, spon ate acne that a 2 Lion shit. 
foes 8 ote VOU stay solid through the hard days and the times inspires me... mean you see - 
ete te eee ie : 2 she oes you might oe like, ‘I don’t know what’s I followed a million something Niggas and then BasedGod: Hell yeah. 
goin on dude,’ or ‘I don’t know what’s gonna Seta by se eases a Pee what wrote a lot. ings 8S Be. 
Frank: I don’t know. More money equals happen,’ and people might be saying ‘Aww, you mM Saying’ so it’s like niggas ‘rank: Not saying wish I was 
more control, I guess. ay fell off.’ and shit like that, and you keep can reach mics I made sure. I A motherfucker a kid again but... 
going, and you know, then that big paycheck followed a million (knocks on Can come—ta-l-k 
BasedGod: I’m ’bout to force myself to comes out, and you be like, ‘Damn!’ or, you the table) this Bale bruh, I t m na’ T SS aCGiSe et Well, you. Enew 
startloving money. know, these companies or individuals might gotta gold-plate itil This is a O Sy a what’s crazy? I wouldn t be mad 
/ — 1 grith 
come support you. I’ve been blessed with hand that’s followed a million made that ote to look like a kid and nave EBS 
Frank: I had a conversation recently and that. With hard work and stuff, if you really niggas and then wrote a lot. A ’ ‘ Soe eR EtGE Seed eRe aS Bes: 
motherfucker can come talk to CSG ab i paying sayin? Keep the youthful skin. 
me, and I made that so. Cus I’m h But you know I love it. I love 
paying homage too, so I put that OomMmage too, SO it. I’ve finally accepted becoming 
out there — anybody can come as put Ena Ove an adult and really feeling what 
talk. If you gotta problem or it means to have knowledge from 
nigga it’s real, come talk to there... experience. And for a long time 
me. That’s how I feel sir. I was really being hard on me. 
25 used to always be old to me. I used to say 
Mikey: Influence, also a big marker of ‘When I’m 25...’ and things like that. You 
success. When you wear something and then know it finally got there, and I’m getting a 
hella people little further away from the high school. I’ve 
wear it you’re successful. been out of high school (counts) I gotta count 
on my hands! 
BasedGod: Yes, sir. Bless you my love. 
Andthank you. And that’s what I’ve been too. Frank: Yea man, believe it. 
I’vebeen having to deal with that like it’s : 
Crazy,because I’ve been so under a microscope Frank: What year did you write your first 
it’s like... like me, creating a lot of these book? 
ideas. And it hurts me as an individual 
artist, because you’1ll see people — and I BasedGod: I was 19 so that was — uhh... 
understand this is life though too you know ; 
— but you’1l see people like an idea that Mikey: 2009. 
you might’ve been thinking years on with the 
music or a brand that you’ve worked extremely BasedGod: Yes sir. Good math. He getting 
hard like with the ‘Thank you BasedGod’ that money. Niggas know, I need my assistant 


©r something like that and then you see nigga. Nigga gotta count for me. (Laughter) 


motherfuckers stealing shirts and using the 
brand and not licensing it and not coming to 
me directly and doing this, and you know, just 
messing up the brand... I’ve got trademarks 
and shit too, so I’m not just out, but To 
haven't put lawyers on niggas because I’m just 
Seeing how people doing me. And you seeing how 


Frank: You’re an author though. Are you 
gonna write another one? 


BasedGod: Yea, yes I am. I’m definitely — 
I already got the title. 


Frank: You don’t gotta give that up 
right now. 


BasedGod: The next interview, when it’s 
closer. 


BasedGod: It’s gonna be powerful, so I 
really wanna get back to writing that. Like I 
just been so excited about making music bruh 
andlike all the shit that I got planned. 


Frank: Yea. Are you doing any more 
lectures anytime soon? 


BasedGod: Man, thank you. Well umm... 
Frank: That’s very ahead by the way. 


BasedGod: Thank you, I love you for that, 
thank you. It’s the caliber of people that 
like Lil B, so it’s dope people — people in 
the school system that are smart and that 
understand the art aspect of it like you said. 
The modern way I’m distributing art, that was 
a beautiful way that you worded that... and 
these people they’re getting it, the future. 
It started at NYU, I got my email out online 
and the people hit me up and they inquired and 
every lecture situation was inquired. Like I 
said, I don’t gotta booking agent or manager 
and stuff like that so I don’t have people 
actively trying to book like, ‘Hey, can we 
book Lil B.’ So anybody that 
wants to book a show from me, 


’ 
they’ re contacting me personally And ERat YS why Frank: 


by email. It started at NYU and 
that was a huge stepping stone 
and deep down inside I really 
felt really good. 


ibe ehesig 


BasedGod: Thank you bruh. 
I’m sounding modest and cool 
right now, but deep down inside, 
yea like, especially the MIT 
one I was really happy, because 
for me coming up, dude and this is a real 
emotional thing too. It used to hurt my 
feelings when people called me stupid back 
then because I wasn’t in school all the time. 
I was doing what I wanted to do. But I loved 
science, I loved history and I loved teachers. 
I can’t say I loved all history, but I loved 
science, off top science, I loved that no 
matter what. But I also loved teachers that 
really loved to teach me. And I had a lot 
of problems early on because I wanted to 
be a star in the classroom. That’s why it 
makes sense that I’m a rapper because I was 
always looking for attention. When I raised 
my hand I knew it was my time in class, you 
know what I’m Saying? I was like, ‘Ooh, I can 
make a joke right now, aww the whole class is 
looking. I can say something in front of the 
teacher.’ So I was always that guy pulling 
the school bells and little things like that, 
getting my respect and freeing the kids. 
I was freeing all of us. Because I wasn’t 
understanding the magnitude... and the 
beautiful magnitude, of education. But I did. 
But it was like when you're a kid, dude... 
nigga, they got you in there for hours and 
Shit. . 


today. 


Frank: The whole fuckin day man. Missing 
the sunlight and everything in there. © 
(Laughter) fie Raa oh ton aha hee ha iyo ge 


- 
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BasedGod: We was blessed cus we had th 
off campus lunch, so nigga [I 
the off campus lunch in high school, so we 
a chance to go and go eat and leave school 
lunch, bruh. And that was a blessing and it 


a beautiful thing, because you always got tc 


& tO 
— it’s all about unconscious — unconsciously 
always been doing this, however, whatever... 
it was always music near me. And it stayed to 


this day. My grades and shit wasn’t reflecting 


» Oo DP, 


>~rhwo &® @O 


“” 


how I felt inside, you know my grades, if I 
would’ve went by grades, you know I... you 
know, right now I... I knew. you know what 


I’m saying? And that’s why I cry, you know? 
Like when I’m listening to my music or I cry 
for how where I’m at today. Because it’s 
like by the standards I shouldn’t be, by the 
standards... I should be working or something. 

Mikey: That’s beautiful. 

BasedGod: God bless you man. 

Mikey: That’s like believing in yourself, 

BasedGod: Yes sir and thank you. Yea, but 
back to the root, what was the root kinda- The 
root? 

Frank: Nigga I forgot. 

BasedGod: Yea I forgot too- 


I don’t know where I 


you was reading it at, but the cfain 


of command in your brain and 


know? Like when how it’s evolutionary... in fhe 
I mint isteni ng 
Frank: Yea, it was awesome. {OKC} my MuSiLe or 
Enery. £Or™ how 
where I’m at 


sense of you having a part of 
your brain that in the progréss 
of human evolution was the fifst 
thing to be developed, the b#fain 
stem which is said to control 
involuntary function. Then you 
have the next level up, which 
is emotional and survival based, 
and then above that you have 
rationale, mathematics and creative writifg - 
all the things we do for a living. That state 
of the art brain stuff. It was also talking 
about how if, let’s say we were nomads again 
and we were out here hunting for a living and 
we were confronted in the woods by a predator, 
you’ll be literally cut off from access té 
the higher levels. Your brain is designed to 
cut off reasoning and to go straight to the 
mode of survival so you don’t waste precious 
time tryna delineate, you just go straight to 
survival — the real fucked-up part about it 
is rarely, if ever are we now encountering 

a bear, but you might encounter a scenari@ 
that’s actually not life-threatening but that 
scares you enough to initiate that sort 

of response and go straight to this lesser 
developed part of the brain. 


BasedGod: Nah, that’s the truth. Quote 
unquote a man and being quote unquote a man 
and what that means in society and that’s 
what’s a hard thing for us. I really wanna 
protect the women and protect the kids, make 
sure that ladies know that you can wear gym 
shorts and not or don’t have to feel like 
you’re forced to, because sometimes I wonder 
if these fashions, these styles that we think 
are normal are normal... we should be able 
to see people anyway they wanna be seen and 
not fantasize about them or fetishize how 


er 


We just gotta keep protecting the young men, the young 
women and also the older people. 


they look. So it’s like, a girl, she might 

be hot and she has a bunch of hot pictures on 
Instagram, and I look and be like, ‘Oh, she’s 
hot.’ and she might puta funny face picture 
up and I’m like, ‘Ew,’like some weird, you 
know. Just being herself, you know how the 
girls be doing that just to do some shit and 
uhh, I had to look at myself and ask, ‘What 
the hell is my problem?’ she’s human, we’re 
human. Like, because I do the shit too. I put 
pictures up — and especially now — I’m more 
comfortable with myself than ever so. You’ll 
put some shit up and it might be an angle or 


something you not gon try, you not gon take 15 


pics. You gon take that one and just put that 
motherfucker up and let the world see you. 

We just gotta keep protecting the young men, 
the young women and also the older people. 
You can’t forget about the older people too. 
And try to let them know. Just keep on moving 
these walls and barriers of what it means to 
be a man or a woman because that shit’1ll kill 
you too. If you really try to live by that, 
you know, being a masculine man like, ‘Oh, I 
gotta protect my wife,’ like ‘I gotta go hunt 
for some food.’ Why can’t she hunt? Or not, 
and I’m not saying that and imma tell ya’ll 
like this. I been punched by a girl. Girls 
done punched me. I’11 never hit em and that’s 
what’s funny to me because you see I’m not 
the biggest guy and shit — that shit hurt. 
When the females hit me, that shit hurt. I 
never hit them back but all this law bullshit 
they talking about ‘Aw girls. Don’t hit girls 
and shit’... Well, you know what? I never 

hit a girl before, and they almost knock my 
ass out and I might have to hit em and sleep 
they ass because she almost knocked my ass 
out, so it’s like, you know. And trust me I 
never hit a girl first, ever, ever, never. It 
was always a girl slapped me because we might 


be making fun of each other or something - 

my play sister she slapped the shit outta my 
ass for making fun of her. And another girl 
when I was at the club she slapped the shit 
outta my ass. I didn’t know how the club rules 
worked (Laughter). I was at a strip club or 
whatever, and I was at the front part and she 
was dancing, and I wasn’t paying I was just 
looking and I was with my friend, and I think 
it was my friend’s birthday, I took him out 
on his birthday. This when I was younger I 
felt I was doing it big, rented the limo and 
everything, took him out, and man, she smack! 


Frank: For not paying? 


BasedGod: Yea, lip was bleeding and shit 
like that. And you know I acted like I was 
gonna do something, you know what I’m saying? 
Like I got up and ‘Oh okay’, and I picked up 
the chair, looking cool. Picked up the chair 
like I was gonna do something. And you know, 
deep down inside I didn’t wanna do nothing. 
You know I wasn’t gon beat her up. But I still 
did something, I was like ‘What?’. Security 
got my ass out fast than anything, so I really 
couldn’t do nothing anyway. 


Frank: I never heard of that. Yea, she 
was wildin. That’s why you came out w the 
‘Stealing from Strippers’ song? (Laughter) 


BasedGod: Wildin, that was early. That’s 
why people’s wondering why I come out with the 
song. I got some shit that’s gon come out 
sooner, and it’s gonna be like, motherfuckers 
like, people are gonna be like ‘Wow’, you 
know, this ‘Thugged Out, Pissed Off’ gonna be 
talking about that, you know beating up 
bitches and things of that nature, because now 
to the outside people they might be like, ‘Oh, 


so whenever they’re around new people they not different. No matter how motherfuckers 
just surviving ATING tend to ask a lot of questions and like really might try to make you feel. You a legend bruh. 
Ree an aa ire ideals, tual Not verfec try and get to know people. As for me, I can You gotta realize I just got comtortabiea 
oes eS te alae ali alli ba ie be aloof. Not in any cold way I hope, let’s walking in random places, cus like I got money 
say I’m big on gaving people their space and I could do what I want. Like in a way, to an 
ee OE Shreve! saan 3 ‘age 7 not getting all an people’s mix, and it just extent, but like for the Base level, you know 
Se eae bas 3 mma occurred to me recently that I should ask like niggas could go in anywhere and we could 
people more questions (Laughter) like ‘Jason, ado, @Ven C6 eat, Just eay, €6 eat: 


So my thing 
e like, hmmm well, you know what? I’11 speak SO A ee ates aac “tallest Spice a when you’re not at work what’s your breakfast was I waS so wrapped up in how I look or how 
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rfuckers don’t know. Niggas don’t ‘axa ey ck eatery 7 bh Real iat ee ; I might wanna use for my daily lifestyle. Or used to think and be so into my head and worry 
ee ee ree Cerougn. RS iarckia doa, BER A CR EC eo what someone is reading, he reads a lot of about what people thought about me and that 
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that thought sometimes that makes it go Crazy. Frank: Dog, what? (Laughter) 
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here and I have to remember that. Because I . 
feel like there’s so many barriers. Niggas was BasedGod: You think T could take a picture 
asking me to pull my pants up for so long so I. of you bruh on the professional camera? 
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break the shit down, I’m not different. We’re BasedGod: I’m on my Terry Richardson. 
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iy are, and 


the shin. 


That night 
three women 


accompanied me 


Eo my hotel 
room and we 


played Yahtzee 


Oia I 1 ere 
asleep. 
like a minor 
deiiiy . 


Owes 


told him they 


many Marys. 


T felt 


icher than we 


ce me. I kicked 


were the worst, and I was the 
and the paintings would be used as fuel for 
sal bonfire around which I would dance naked 
xr a waterproof poncho. He commenced the 

of He told me I was insane. 
imes he asked whether I would set money 


‘No,’ I told him. 
‘Probably not.’ 

‘Then I implore you 
to let me have them,’ he 
said. 

I uppercut his ball 
sack and left him for 
dead. 

Later I returned 
to the studio and, with 
the aid of my driver, 
Calabassi, proceeded to 
remove every canvas and 
board. We relocated them 
to my bedroom. I laid 
him off with a generous 
severance package and 
triple locked my door. A 
metal grill has now been 
fitted. I am not coming 


The first painting I sold was a 4’x4’ oil on 
wood depiction of The Lady Who Made Me getting 
explicit with a gang of great apes. It was titled 
‘Hopes For The Future’. Every newspaper jumped. 
The Man Whose Sperm Is In My Foundations was 
around then. His hobbies included beer and bed and 
Online poker. Six times since leaving he has asked 
me for money via requests written in Birthday 
cards sent on days that are absolutely not my 
birthday. I sent them straight back. I am not 


interested. 


It is more important now than ever to continue 
On with the expansion of my collection of car 
Ornaments. I cannot paint but I can repurpose. 
Last night when the sun left, I exited through 
the window and commenced the hunting of suitable 


vehicles. 


After my first show, I bought our current 
house specifically because it lies in a wealthy 
area studded with impressive cars. Some cars have 
retractable mascots. Most do not. Badges are 
fairly easy to chip off but difficult to remove: += 
One piece. BMWs are the biggest challenge. A thin 
Chisel is needed. I do not know why but Mercedes 
tri-stars come off the easiest. I have mugged : 
Several cars in the area multiple times. Now their 


owners are getting the replacements fixed on with 
revent me from doing so. 

Anyway, I only managed an Alpha Romeo and the 
oot of a Peugeot lion. My heart was somewhere 
lse. 

Nine missed calls from Mahmoud. Nineteen 
missed calls from Fenton. Six hundred and fourteen 
unread emails. 

Today I thought of Carissa and her breasts and 
the way she flaps her hands when she’s excited and 


I screamed all manner of sadness at The Dog Star. 


@D Fh 


The little lump of meat that is me has made 
multiple appearances on breakfast TV, late night 
TV, lunchtime talk radio, and a celebrity cooking 
show in which I attempted to make risotto and 
found that I could not. There are people besides 
Fenton in charge of who I am. A woman named 
Louise is tasked with making me look as young as 
possible at all times to keep my prices high. 

Once, I arrived at a show in New York with beer 

on my breath and she made me chew fifteen tablets 
of gum before engaging in any conversation. You’re 
eleven, she told me. I know, I said. That night 
three women accompanied me to my hotel room and we 
played Yahtzee until I fell asleep. I felt like a 


minor deity. 


The Lady Who Made Me spent her entire day fist 
fighting with my bedroom door. She begged me to 
come out. She is a drunk and she does not have 
hobbies. She told me I was being selfish and that I 
needed to get ready for the show. She made mention 
of glass chalets on Lake Como, Apple watches, and 
an ultra-rare Armagnac that pre-dates the Boer 
War. Fenton had been whispering at her through 
phones. 

‘Surrender,’ she shouted. 

‘Never,’ I shouted back. 

Various slices of processed meat were pushed 
beneath the door in order to keep me from dying. 
Chorizo, serrano, Ibérico, salami, pastrami, ham, 
Parma ham, corned beef. She passed out against 
my door. Fenton came and shifted her body out of 
the way. He came with some form of professional 
negotiator who made me promise on everything that 
I was not tying nooses or swallowing pills. 

‘Just give me something,’ Fenton pleaded. 
‘Anything. The gallery are asking questions.’ 

‘T want Carissa,’ I told him and then I went 
quiet. 

Fenton did not relent. He continued to scrawl 
notes on Rizla papers and push them into my 
personal space. 

If Carissa does not want me to exist, I do 
not want to exist. If I cannot paint, I will not 
pretend to paint. I will eat pastrami. I will 


abort the coming days. 


Notes received from Fenton: 

Please just fall asleep on more palettes. 
Bad shows are better than no shows. 

You'll be forgotten faster than breakfast. 


If you want to know the truth I am afraid. The 
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Ss 


4? 


SPLISI I 


WY 


Sy 
Q's 
be tg 


Mahmoud said. 
Mi iden’ t want. to do: it,” 
‘I know. But what else? 
‘Kimchi,’ I said. 
I donated my phone to the clouds and sprinted 
home. 


Fenton may have taken up 
house. Every morning, he’s at 
boats and gold and whatnot. At no 
Who Made Me joins him. She swallow 
breakfast. He gets frantic. They 
want more smiling suns. They want 

‘No,’ I scream for the nine t! 

‘If you don’t create, you’ll 
Said, in a pitiful attempt to reignite his most 
lucrative income stream.’ 

I argued with Mahmoud for three hours about 
which Wes Anderson film is the best Wes Anderson 
film. Truly he is doomed if he does not convert to 
Rushmore. He said Fenton had been selling crumbs 
of plaster from the studio. He advised me to 
release a formal statement. I agreed. 

I chewed my toenails. 

I made a cape from the curtain. 

The planet feels so small. 


Conversation held with Fenton through the 
keyhole: 
ME cant patna’ 
‘Yow don’t have tox’ 
‘TI want to.’ 
‘Throw me out some things from your room.’ 
‘Cancel the show.’ 
‘You’re throwing it all away.’ 
‘I’m allowed to throw it away if I want to. 
Mine.’ 
‘Please don’t.’ 


ct 
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a) 


lists outside the house 


We drank and 
ate and left 
via the window 
in eKr@er TS 
Sea Ch YOule 

the adornments 
Or Caese 
Mahmoud is 

: indiscriminate. 
his ear. He left with 
The first time I two Renaults. 


Wa 
Mahmoud laugh. We’d 
both been dismissed to the corridor following a 
most raucous read-through of some dumb sonnet. I 
drew our red-cheeked teacher attempting to engage 
in self-fellatio. Fenton discovered me when I was 
nine. After that we got rich and it was hard to go 


outside. 


I am leaving. Mahmoud is coming too. And 
The Lady Who Made Me. We’ll go somewhere calm 
and tropical. Somewhere with white sand and rum. 
I won’t paint. I want to learn to fix brains or 
lungs, or design cars, or make sushi. 


Today I made nothing and I did not die. 
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BROWN EYED MAN 
TEXT BY KATE TEMPEST 


They took my friend. 
They cuffed his wrists. 
They beat him in the van. 


He hadn’t done a thing 
But when they came, he ran. 


And they pursued 


And they were rude 
And he said nothing, 
He bit his lip. 


If you speak, you'll feel their feet. 
But if you don’t 
you ll still get hit. 


What’s the matter with you, 
my lovely brown eyed man? 
I can feel you shaking 

when I take you by the hand. 


Tell me. What’s the matter, 
my lovely brown eyed man? 
How come I can feel you shaking 


when I take you by the hand? 


They want me bad, now bad I'll be. 
They keep me poor 


they make me sick 
They feed me with desires for 
things that I don’t need that stick 


their needles in my arms. 


Expensive things I can’t afford. 


They show me rooms furnished with gold 


and then they close the doors. 
What’s the matter with you, 
my lovely brown eyed man? 

I can feel you shaking 

when I take you by the hand. 
Please tell me, 

what’s the matter 

my lovely brown eyed man? 


I’m a child of the gimme-more nation. 


When they want something, 
they launch an occupation. 


They plunder and pillage 
and they say that they're saving. 
They're bombing and maiming. 


They're taking and taking. 


But they lock me up, 

and they paint me a demon 

for trying to feed 

my screaming children. 

While they’re killing for money 
and they're crippling countries 
and they're doing it all 

beneath a flag saying 


Freedom. 


Now, what’s the matter with you? 
Youre lying if you think 

that my pain isn't your pain, 
‘cause when I’m hit you flinch. 


What's the matter with you, 
my lovely brown eyed man? 
how come I can feel you shaking 


when I| take you by the hand? 
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FA So, whats your 

name? And if you 

had to have a racing 

nickname what would 

it be? 
EC My name’s Evan Daniel 
Clark. And about the 
nickname, well, my aunt 
always used to call me 
Ed since I was little, 
since my first name is 
Evan and my second name 
is Daniel and no one 
else calls me Ed. I 
always thought that was 
cool for some reason, so 
yeah, Ed. 


FA Just Ed? 
HG Yean “laughs” it's 
like the least dramatic 
answer but... 
FA Yeah I was 
expecting something 
a little more fierce! 


FA Do you have any 

Other cars? 
BC Yeah, I have another 
E36 M3, four-door, with 
an S54 motor in it, the 
engine from the E46 M3, 
and I just sold my 1974 
BMW 2002. 


FA When did you 
realize you were a 
Car guy? When did 
you feel that it 
wasn’t just something 
you kinda cared 
about? 
BC Let me give you an 
example, I found this 
piece of paper, during 
a school exercise in 
second grade, about 
what you wanted your 
family to be and what 
you wanted to be when 
you grew up, and I wrote 
that I wanted to be a 
Car designer, which was 
funny because after 
I studied car design 
I found this piece of 
paper again and I was 
like “Oh my god! This is 
crazy”. I would’ve never 
thought I was interested 
im Cans for so long. 


BA If money was no 
object, what car 
would you pick? You 
can pick one-offs. 
Be Thong silences I’d 
have to pick - and 
currently it might sound 


kinda like a cliché - 
but I swear it’s been my 
pick for a long time, 
the Ferrari 250 GTO. 


FA What do you 
think about modern 
cars in general, do 
you think cars are 
losing their ‘soul’? 
EC Well, you know, on 
one hand I feel like, 
it may be hard to say 
because we’re living 
in the period where 
it’s hard to say what 
lived on from [the old 
classics] but, on the 
other hand, they’re 
constantly turning in 
cars that the consumer 
wants, so you’re 
constantly adjusting 
the car for the various 
world markets. I like the 
fact that brands now are 


I like the 

EACC welaehe 
brands now 
abe Starcing 
to recognize 


Emakt Soul’ 
that people 
want. 


starting to recognize 
that ‘Soul’ that people 
want. I feel BMW is 
going back to that a 
little bit, you know, 
trying to “Purify’ their 
sports cars, because 
they’ve had fast cars, 
but it’s been a while 
Since they had a proper 
SPOmes Cas 


FA What did you do 
to your E36? Was it 
100 per cent stock 
when you got it? 
EC The car was relatively 
stock, it had ugly wheels 
On it and other little 
aftermarket interior 
pieces, but ©£ liked it 
because it wasn’t really 
Ded up. hearst thing FT 
did was to take a lot 
of weight out of it, I 


did suspension, tyres, 
better cooling so it 
could survive on the 
track, I tracked it here 
and there but it was 
still my daily driver... 
sometimes I would just 
have one seat in it and 
my friends would give me 
shit because I couldn’t 
Carry anyone at all. 


FA Did you work on 
your car by yourself? 
Or maybe your dad 
helped you from time 
to time? 
EC Yeah, my dad helped 
me getting most of the 
work done. 


FA Frank told me you 
did some interesting 
stuff to make it 
lighter, what did you 
do? 
EC You can get pretty 
creative you know, you 
(xeligl (CBE. (owhe cl ikeye cone 
things and whatever 
structural rigidity you 
compromise by losing 
weight, you want to 
reinforce with the 
structure of the roll 
cage, which I feel 
like it was done really 
well in my car. I was 
able to cut out a lot 
of the inside of the 
car in addition to the 
interior stock parts and 
everything. I was able 
to save a whole lot of 
weight. I got the car 
down to almost 25001bs 
and as far as changes 
that are gonna happen 
soon, I’m gonna change 
the entire suspension 
geometry so I’ll be able 
to cut off the fenders 
and put on bigger tyres. 


FA You’re running 

stock size wheels? 
He No, noe, i2n wunnanG 
BND, eee ae Ilse BsiS, 
so this would allow me 
to run something like a 
275 with slicks, which 
would be pretty sweet. 


FA And also widebody 

always looks better. 
HOM Yeah, that’s my 
inspiration there *points 


at E36 GT3 poster* 


FA Favorite race 

track in the world? 
EC It’s funny I’ve never 
been to either of them, 
and I don’t know which 
one £ preter, but 2a 
have to go with Spa and 
the Nurburgring. Can I 
leave those at a tie? 


FA I know you watch 

racing, what’s your 

favorite category? 
EC I love endurance 
racing, I like V8 
Supercars a lot and DTM 
(Deutsche Tourenwagen 
Masters) too, even 
though I didn’t really 
enjoy the last 2 
seasons. I’ve never 
missed a single Formula 
1 practice, qualifying 
CueLace, So. lL Guess Vou 
can say Formula 1 is my 
favorite. But in terms of 
excitement, nothing can 
beat old-school races. I 
watch a lot of ’90s DTM 
because it’s kinda like 
going back in time and 
reliving ’90s racing. 


HAR NAVOR LES haGing 

driver of all time? 
EC Oh man, I wasn’t 
expecting this question. 
I’ve never been asked 
this question before. 
Nelson Piquet, I’ve 
always been a big fan of 
him. Obviously, I’m a big 
Sennagerane OO) Joie. 151: 
have to go back to this 
question *laughs* 


FA How many times 
did you race at 
Willow Springs? Do 
you go there often 
On dove Just go for 
big events? 
EC I don’t do much 
testing there because 
it’s not much of a 
technical track, but 
I’1ll probably go there 
about 10 times a year on 
average. 


FA Do you only ever 

use your E36 there? 
He Yeah, only the 36, 
it’s only an hour and a 
half away so it’s no big 
deal. 


FA Okay, Frank said 


that sometimes you 
race without wearing 
a racing suit and you 
just wear a Hawaiian 
shirt or something 
like that. 

EC I’ve only done that 

once! *laughs* It was 


really hot that day and 
it wasn’t like, wheel to 
wheel racing so there’s 
less of a chance of 
ending up in a deadly 
firey wreck so it’s one 
of those days where 
teams go and test their 
Cars and... yeah... I've 
only done that a couple 
times but I won’t do it 
anymore! 


FA About the 2002, 

tell me about it. 
EC The car was stock 
when I got it, stock 
wheels, the wiring was 
updated as well as 
the alternator and the 
cooling system, just for 
reliability purposes. I 
trimmed the bumpers down 
because of course it 
had the big ugly US-Spec 
bumpers so I shortened 
them a little bit. I 
didn’t do anything else 
before selling it. 


HAT ES sehere any Mew 
car that you like? 
I don’t necessarily 
mean a car that you 
would like to own, 


The new [BMW] 
M3 looks 
better than 
the new M4, 
you Nave co 
agree with 
ie laa Ss 


just a car that you 

really like that 

came out recently. 
EC I’m glad you asked 
me and I really wanna 
know what you wanna say 
about it. The new [BMW] 
M3 looks better than 
the new M4, you have to 


oHHERGD Wan 


PN CS he ge 


; 


ecieeion 
was a race 


Bt aouie have with 
a standard 6-speed as 
r as doing things like 


Rertating from 5th to 


d, and it would also 


overheat faster than a 


ee speed. So yeah, I don’t 
care if the upshifts 
are 0.2 seconds faster 


than a 6 speed, I would 


still prefer the old- 
school way. I mean, you 
can still have a pure 
Bh ig experience with 
~ flo ppy paddles but you 
wenid miss that type of 
engagement that you have 
with a manual. 


FA What is your 

favorite era of 
Peeecacinge 
EC Definitely the late 
780s, early '90s, with 
the DTM and the BTCC 
(British Touring Car 
Championship), and also 
the rally scene being 
more restrictive after 
they banned Group B 
ears. 


FA If BMW didn’t 


exist, what would you 


go for? 
EC Well, Porsche? 
*laughs* 


FA I was actually 
about to say, what 
if BMW and Porsche 
Beedidn’f exist? 
i Oh man, I’d say 
edes then. I 

ch 


always good, and I think 


they’re cool. 


FA Well, wow, I was 
expecting something 
like a CTS-V wagon or 
an M5 wagon, that’s a 
strange pick. 
EC Maybe I was factoring 
too many things like MPG 
and stuff like that, so 
yeah. 


FA Best engine 
ever made, in your 
opinion? 


EC Umm, Cosworth has 
built some nice engines. 


I would 
obviously 
still prefer 
a standard 
6-speed over 


floppy paddles, 


to be honest 
ieaaion tt. think 
that even 
in high-end 
Supercars 
the double- 
clutch system 
1s even there 
Wie... 


FA Okay, I know it’s 
not easy, so let’s 
just do best engine 
for road cars. 
EC Road cars, well, 
okay... probably the S42, 
which was BMW’s race 
version of the M42 that 
they used in their 318i 
in the BTCC, they were 
pretty rad. I think they 
used the same block in 
Formula 1, but I also 
like the Mercedes 16V 
Cosworth motor. 


FA I thought you were 
gonna say the M120, 


because to me that’s 

one of the greatest 

engines ever made. 
EC Yeah, I guess I’m 
just being a little too 
BMW-wise *laughs*, but 
it’s definitely a hard 
question. I don’t know 
how to answer. Either 
the S42 or the S14. 


FA What do you 

think about rotary 

engines? 
EC I don’t know, they’re 
interesting, they’re 
light and compact, but 
they just wouldn’t work 
nowadays, they’re not 
very reliable and they 
lack torque, and they 
also get pretty bad MPG. 


FA Oh, right, what is 
your favorite special 
edition BMW? 
EC Probably the E9 CSL. 
It was basically the road 
legal version of the 
race car for the public. 
FA Yeah, the 
“Batmobile”, It was 
also super-expensive 
at the time, that’s 
why it’s so rare. 


FA What was your 
favorite car at the 
(2015) Geneva Motor 
Show? 
EC I don’t know, the 
Koenigsegg was cool. It’s 
just so cool, I love the 
wrap around windshield, 
it reminds me of the old 
Group C cars. 


FA What’s your 
favorite muscle 
cars? I mean you’re 
American, you need 
to have a favorite 
muscle car. 
EC Umm, I can talk 
about muscle cars. I 
like Chevelles, old 
Nova’s like, ‘65 Nova’s, 
probably a good old ‘55 
Chevy like the one my 
uncle used to race. But 
I can’t really pick a 
favorite amongst these. 


I was going to ask 

Evan a bunch of other 
questions but I’ve been 
up all night in Italy and 
I haven’t slept a single 
minute on my flight to LA 


BO we just chatted for 

a bitumostly about ears 
as you can imagine, but 
I was also curious about 
LA so we chatted about 
the differences between 
it and from where I’m 
from, 


I was stressing that 
where I’m from things 
are way different than 
in Los Angeles, to start 
off we don’t actually 
drive nice cars, and 

by nice I mean fast, 
and nobody is really 
interested in them, so 
it was pretty much the 
first time where I could 
exchange opinions with 
an actual car guy in 
real life. Before this 
interview my only way 
to communicate with 

car aficionados was via 
Tumblr or Facebook. 


I also met his father 
prior of the interview 
and he was as cool as 
his son, and he was 
also very much into 
motorsport, and speaking 
about motorsport. The 24 
Hours Nurburgring race 
was being held when I 
was in LA, which was 
kind of a reality check 
to me since Evan turned 
on the TV to check out 
the race and it was 
daytime in Germany 
while it was about llpm 
in LA. My first thought 
was that it was being 
rebroadcast, but then 

I realized that I was 
in the other side of 
the world and for some 
reason that really 
struck me because I was 
just realizing how far I 
was from my time zone, 
precisely 9 hours, and 
it had never happened 
up until now where I 
was watching a major 
endurance race from the 
other side of the world. 


I’m still a bit sad that 
I couldn’t make it in 
time to see him race 

the £36, but it was my 
first time in Los Angeles 
and, to be honest, I 

was simply overwhelmed 
with the car scene here 
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YOU'VE BEEN FLIRTING AGAIN 


ILLUSTRATION BY KILLIAN 
TEXT BY ANDREW DURBIN 


SE ey erates lot, initiating 
sereen on the dashboard. A scrim of light covered the windshield and 


sense of spatiality, lying down in the backseat to watch TV while 
outside everything continues to slip past, eliding destination and 
surface into a liquid state of travel, distance flattened to a frictionless, 
horizontal plane, the slide toward point B. Riding in cars is easy. 
‘Romance, social-networked for idle moments mid-commute, is 
easier, The proliferation of dating apps—with their universal 
binaries of choice—followed the popularity of reality dating shows 
in the 2000s, where prayerful hope of a partner was regimented in 
network-produced pageantry, imaging interpersonal complexity as 
a series of recycled gestures and “challenges.” While reality TV is 
more or less dead, we can all play The Bachelor online. With Parlor, 
we can play it in our cars. Hey. Hey. Hi. How are you? 


In The Bachelor, which broadcasts though almost 
no one watches it anymore, courtship follows the 
accelerated logic of the eliminatio n game, rendering 
“true love” an antiquated if not totally imaginary idea, 
one referent in a system that has otherwise reduced all 
feelings to a series of staged make-outs in the hot tub 
and dinners on the deck overlooking the 9th hole. Like, 
although dating remains gently gorgeous and fragile in 
the presence-of all those cameras, hovering over the 
women vying for the Bachelor's attention, it's easy to get lost in 
the mess. “Honey, you look lost,” one woman says to another, who, 
in becoming her target, looses face, her otherwise calm expression 
breaking iftto a nervous grimace in recognition of the accumulating 
losses presented by each bad date with the Bachelor, a man whose 
good looks and generic dress leaves him nearly faceless. A masculine 
composite that never coheres beyond he’s so hot, open shirt with 
a bit of chest hair, “razor-sharp jawline,” and yet who remains by 
virtue of the game an elusive object of desire. She sits up, regaining 
her composure, and winks at her competitor across the dinner table. 
Fm not lost, she thinks, looking into the camera. 

The intetior of the Bachelor’s house is always open, a spacious 
domestic array of luxury couches to fall on and talk, open peri 
a pool, and a large kitchen. Spotlights managed by hired specialists 
isolate both happiness and discomfort whenever it’s felt. Everyone is 
seen. Regardless of the show's disorienting arrangement, she doesn . 
feel lost, rather force-marched to the denouement of her brie i 
televised romance with a moderately wealthy man, vaguely mig 
that the path that will lead her to the finale, if he permits = he 
the mean time she will never be alone with the Bachelor es e 
Proposes to her and they depart together in the luxury driverless car 
that will await them at the entrance of the mansion, drone — 
Poised overheard to capture the moment. She often dreams . : 
finale, of turning to wave to the mansion that housed them pe . 

competitors. They will offer the public a kiss 3 tri = 
to the losers when they leave. Sensing this, the cars windows 
slowly roll up and self-tint. 


Nothing, Ue 
ee 


Want to meet up? Come to this party. It’s called Shush. It’s this 
girl Abhor’s party. It’s on the north side. Belmont Avenue area. At 
Shore @lub if u look it up. 

k. 

I leaned my head against the driver's window and fiddled with 
the car’s web interface as it located a parking 


was online. Hey, I wrote. I’m here. I waited a few minutes for her to 
respond. No response. Finally, the dot went red: she was offline. 
The car found a parking lot a block away from the Shore, 
Club and directed itself to a narrow spot at the far end, between a 
motorcycle and an Audi. It eased itself in between them, adjusting 
itself with surgical precision as it crept forward. When it 
the car shut itself off. I exited into the chill October air and the door 
locked behind me. I headed for the entrance of the lot, where a few 
people stood nearby, talking and smoking: “It’s OK, yah,” one said. 
“You should check it out. I mean, it’s definitely fun.” 

A huge crowd had gathered at the entrance of the Shore Club, 
which was guarded by a bulky man who’ folded his arms in i 
total indifference to the urgent flurry before him. He didn’t speak 
except to occasionally shout that everyone needed to 
stay in line and not linger outside the bounds of the 
rope. People pushed to get to him and the doorwoman 
to insist that they were on the list, but he ignored them, 
resolutely focused on a wall of graffiti across the street. 
When anyone pushed the limit of the rope he'd break 
his concentration to yell that they could step back or 
leave, his frustration so rehearsed it seemed deprived of 
any real anger, just canned words that had been paired 
down to a basic, agitated command that would be 
universally understood: “Get the fuck back.” I thought 
maybe he was ready for the night to be over. A tattoo 
of a drone swaddled in snakes and roses threaded up his right arm, 
beginning at his wrist and stopping just at his deltoid. The drone had 
been anthropomorphized with a screaming face, its eyes squeezed 
shut as though it were hurling forward at full speed toward its target. 
His left arm was unmarked. A small woman with a purple visor and 
gold sunglasses stood beside him, checking the list. She was turning 
almost everyone away, impatiently repeating herself, “No, no, please 
leave the line,” to everyone who told her there was a mistake. 

I put you on the list, @_Monica23 had written to me. If you 
can’t get in, just call. I'll be inside. 

I told the woman my name. She paused to check her tablet, 
scrolling through the names before she looked up. “Sure, go in,” she 
said, waving me through. 

Inside, the air heaved under the sweaty density of bodies jostling 
toward the coat check, the bar, the dance floor, and the edges of 
the room, where plastic cushioned seating shielded people against 
the larger crowd. I headed for the dance floor, back to a DJ booth 
where Abhor—whom I'd seen at other parties in Chi tood 
encased in a clutch of tranquilized club kids. Monica would be with 
her, I thought. In the shadows, Abhor seemed like half a machine, 
her figure cut by an angular red dress with a tremendous, poppy 
ted hood slung back over her shoulders. Her right arm had been 
tattooed all black. Nothing about her look seemed improvisational, 
an accident of simply trying things out. Rather, she appeared to have 
militantly executed every detail, from the way the hood fell onto 
her back to the loose hairs that stuck out of the black bob that sat 
on her otherwise shaved head. She centered the room, the axis for a 
wavering orbit of dancers. She was talking to a boy with his shirt off, 
his chest covered with blue paint. I decided against going up to her. 


A girl split the line open ee 


her. She wore a black tank top with jeans. ” she said, her head 
tilting to the side, “I think you're looking for me. I'm Monica. Are 
you waiting for a drink?” 

In “@h, hi. Yes ...” 

She glanced at the line and shook her head, annoyed 
that I'd even thought to come here, to the most ed bar in 
the club. “Oh, no, don’t.” She shook her head and held up a drink. 
“Here—have mine. I just got it. Let’s go in the back. We can sit 
behind my friend Abhor—there’s a booth.” She stopped. “You look 
so funny,” she said. 

“How so?” I put my hand in my hair and pushed it back. I'd 
slicked my hair back and wore all black sportswear, like almost 
everyone else. Did I look weird? 

“You look so serious, like 
you're not having any fun.” 

T made a smile, but I knew 
it had come off as a grimace. 
She waved it away. “Don't 
worry, you look fine.” 

She led me to the back, 
sliding through the sweaty 
crowd while I struggled to keep 
up. When we got to Abhor’s 
booth she cleared away a few 
people to make room for us. We sat for thirty minutes, talking mostly 
about the party in the absence of anything else to say, only touching 
once on her life when she mentioned she'd just moved into a new 
building with a pool on the roof, which felt like conversation enough 
anyway, until even our secluded part of the room swelled with people 
and we were pushed up against the wall, onto the top of the couch, 
where we were wedged in together with some of Monica’s friends. 
She asked me what I did for a living and I told her 1 programmed 
websites but that I'd just left grad school without completing a 
degree. She asked if I enjoyed programming, and I told her I didn't, 
that I wanted to do something else, maybe even leave Chicago for 
New York. “Ah,” she said, and turned away to say hello to a friend 
who'd tapped her shoulder. 

I watched Abhor from across the room as she smiled and greeted 
everyone who passed her. She hugged them, kissing cach check 
once, but remained otherwise stationary, fixed in place near the DJ. 
Fd never seen a promoter stand so still as her. “It’s never usually 
’ this crowded,” Monica said. “But it’s Thursday, I guess. Maybe let’s 


“Already?” , 

Parlor—or any of my other apps—doesn't enact a familiarity so 
quickly as it does a connection between user profiles, an immediate 
link between clicks of like and dislike, comment and silence, 
mainlined to a messaging system that condenses language to its 
minimum: What r u doin rn? U want to hang out? I’m actually never 
doing anything. It seldom changes. Parlor possesses of itself a sense 
of displacement that we think we must turn away. from, back to real 
life, but don't. After thirty minutes I didn’t know if 1 wanted to go. 
@utside probably wouldn't differ so much from the inside. “I’m not 
sure. Where would we go?” 


I will not miss any moment in the 


past or hope to reestablish it in some 
future, yours or mine. 


~ 


“Let's just drive,” Monica said to me. “Can you dive? Ov did 
“No, I can’t either, but I have a driverless.” 

so a _ 

a, nee ee eee ee a 
go.” : 

She jum bye,” she said to Abhior. “Have a go ‘— 
poneckaen ded at me. E-gave saad. pti ae 


catering con that the show regularly hires. This is really 
life, she thinks, “Ef 


the world, whatever “the world” itself might be. Every thought feels 
stupid. She reaches over a plate of cauliflower for 
the wine, but stops, pausing a moment before retracting her hand. She 
feels like she’s had enough. She decides she should decline the rose 
(the award the Bachelor bestows on those who are not eliminated, 
thereby permitting them to move on to the next level) that is hers 
should he decide to give it to her. She will say goodbye to the other 
contestants, then ascend the stairs as the camera bobbing above her 
floats away, its eye refocusing elsewhere on the room, allowing her 
to pass off screen. 


with him in his bedroom. “I just 
want to forget i the 
cameras, the show. Keep it rea 
you know, with the girls. I just 
want to be sure I've selected the 
right woman. That’s the only 
thing that matters to me.” 


There is no future determined by these coordinates, extrapolated 
from those bodies flung into it, but this felt most true within the car 
as it sped toward the dim horizon, wherever that may have been 
situated in time. 

After leaving the Shore Club, we raced through town, or what 
seemed like town, what could have been Chicago or its suburban 
outskirts, I couldn't tell, but once we hit 100 mph I was sure we 
had left the city’s limits, following the network of highways that 
intertwined until all become country, the flat geometry of fields and 
the machines that till them. The shapes of the buildings, houses, and 
the skyline disintegrated into indefinite shards of light and darkness 
that collaged into a glowing patchwork until eventually even that 
broke up and we slipped into a permanent fog broken only by the 
occasional streaks of other cars that passed us. “I'm not telling you 
to speed,” Monica shouted, “I'm just telling you I think we could be 
going faster.” We had been driving for twenty minutes, speeding up 
at her insistence. She explained she wanted to see what driverless 
could do under real pressure. 

“Come on, faster,” she repeated, looking out the window. 1 
wasn't sure if she was talking to the car or to me. I wasn't sure if the 
difference between the three of us even mattered. 1 reached out to 
touch her shoulder, but she pulled back. I felt dizzy, a little sick as 
the car vibrated under the engine’s stress. It shuddered as though it 
were beginning to break apart, shedding itself of its plastic shell as 
we sped forward. She turned up the music. 

I directed the car to increase its speed. “Maximum limit reached,” 
it replied. The dashboard buzzed as the speedometer strobe—lit to 
indicate that we were going as fast as legally permitted in the state 
of Illinois. “Any further acceleration would be a violation of Hliness 


at the party,” she said, “circulating in the network, all of them linked 
together in off-site data centers somewhere outside of town, 
each profile centered in the between hi and hi back. Like, hello, 


this is yours. Just ¥ 
“I don’t get is perry 
She went to roll down the passenger window. I grabbed her 
hand. “Don’t. You'll ruin it.” 
She bit her lower lip. In the car, she seemed to have separated 
a herself, and had begun to drift throughout the cabin of 
© car. 

“Say _ of you, oo eee 
pronouns on “The days are long, evening longer. Without 
Siiaiaeil: Wan aen nag ahael 6: dasedh man 4 seed wales, dom 
even if I have been removed to a car and refuse to declare any place 
elsewhere it home. I'm not interested in goodbye.To ~ 
post an update, to update oneself, to post-, as in the 
crisis of, is to accept these conditions as ours: glycerol 
in the sand, contradictory iMessages, mesmerized 
by the approaching headlights. I will not miss any 
moment in the past or hope to reestablish it in some 
future, yours or mine. We know it won't come but it is 
sometimes necessary (sometimes a necessary feeling) 
to assert a moment, maybe even a parenthesis of being 
between things, that will depart from earlier notions 
of time—and continuity.” 

We made eye contact. The imperative remained: 

“Drive,” she said, “even if you don’t understand me.” 
streaked the window again. I grew dizzier, split from 
Monica:and the vehicle, lost in various dreams of common space; 
haze at 5am, which might be described as “liquid” 
ydtous,” two words that more or less say the same thing 
according to my car’s dictionary. Driverless, sunless: urgency well 
after midnight never changes. We move, even if the precious, but 


7 : 


persistent nostalgias of manual over automatic don’t shield us against _ 


the machinic impulse to do nothing, and repeat nothing again and 
again. It only serves to make its hierarchy more obscure. I am in it. 
She is in it. I curned to Monica to tell her all this but she was looking 
out the window again, pressing her face to the glass. 

1 wanted to direct my cat to her apartment, which I imagined 
was in one of the new skyscrapers downtown. The pool she mentioned 
would be on the roof, in view of the skyline and the few stars that 
shone difough the city light. We would strip off our clothes and 
jump into the water, despite the cold, swimming about for hours. We 
wouldn't do anything, just float, paddling a little with our hands and 
feet, careful not to break the stillness of the water. The moon would 
be nearly full. 

We made out in the back seat. She put her hand to my face and 
pinched my cheeks, pushing my face away from hers. “Will it crash?” 
she asked. 


I turned to look out the window. “Of course not,” I said. The 


entire frame of the car began to shake violently. 

The car beeped as the dashboard flashed an alert: “Warning.” 
“Warning,” it repeated, bringing up the main interface to indicate 
that the car's battery had been nearly depleted. The windows of the 
car suddenly filled with the flashing alarm icon. The car's battery was 
less than 5% and falling: “Program will terminate in five seconds,” 


ee 


initiated its The images of the speeding highway melted 
into a collage before the car went dark and the windows 
to the normal view rather than the video feed, opening to 
— The 
A imac wp to shee ent oP es wd the on button 2 
few times. I turned to Monica. “It’s dead for sure.” 


“What?” she said. “What happened?” She stared at me, almost 


in 
eWhat do you mean?” 

“I don't understand. Did the car die? Where are we?” 

“We're ... The program died. We're still at the Shore Club.” I 
had already explained to her that a driverless can’t go very fast, but 
it can simulate speed. 

She sighed. We'd sobered up. “I see, 1 see. So it’s almost like a 
tide.” She ran her hand through her tousled hair. “I see,” she said, 
again. “I bet watching TV like that is fun.” 

“Really fun,” I said. ecially the new shows, the ones they 
shoot with multiple cameras. It’s almost like you're there.” 

felt really real.” 

“Yeah. That happens to a lot of people when try it for the first 
time. The simulation goes long enough a it just feels like real life, 
and you kind of slip into it.” 

She nodded, a bit unconvinced. The first time Fd tried it I felt 
the same way. I'd used the program to imagine driving through the 
desert at night at 135mph. When the car’s feed ended to reveal my 

i in Chicago I felt like a dream had just begun, the real a dull 
simulation of my other life. 

“Will you get: home?” she asked. 

“I can call a cab,” I said, “and just... I don’t know, 
have it charged in the morning. You?” 

“Oh, I’m fine.” She opened the passenger door to 
exit and got out, shakily at first, sticking her head back 
in to grin at me. “OK, sure. Have a good night,” she 
said. “Text me tomorrow?” 


The Bachelor enters the pool alone. He sticks 
his index finger in the water to test the temperature. 
Though it’s chillier than he'd hoped, he decides it’s 
wari enough and leaps in to find that it isn’t so cold 
after all, actually, but rather warm, as warm as any body, and so he 
stays down and holds his breath, taking the moment to break from 
the competition and the cameras. He can go for thirty seconds 
before he has to come up. He tries again, this time reaching thirty- 
three seconds. He surfaces again, takes in a mouthful of air, and dives 
down, swimming to the bottom of the deep end where he paddles to 
keep himself close to the pool's floor. He counts forty seconds, then 
pushes himself to forty-five before coming up once more. Fe throws 
his head back and looks around him, wiping the water from his eyes: 
the contestants have left the house and are gathered around to watch 
him, clapping and calling for him to join them for drinks on the — 
veranda. “Come out of the pool,” one of the women yells. A few 
laugh and coo at him. He lowers his head and sucks in a mouthful of 
water. “Come out!” another possible wife says. He says nothing and 
the women fall silent for 2 moment. They wait for him to answer 
them. Finally, he spits’ out a jet of water at her. Everyone begins 
to scream with laughter. He laps the pool, splashing the women as 
some of them leap in and others step back to get out of the way. A 
few of the possible wives fall back onto the wet grass, laughing as 
their glasses of wine spill out to the ground. The camera crew rushes 
out of the house to capture them. 
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TEXT BY MIKEY ALFRED 
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ARIES 
Maaaan. The Aries 
@oesn’t know how to be 
fake, they are very into 
their own ways. An Aries 


@oesn’t copy people; no | 


matter what the fashion 
trends are, the Aries 
Gress how they grin 
type of person who “you 
can have around three 
completely different 
types of people and 
they will act exactly 
the same. Not good with 
finding women, the Aries 
is very straightforward 
and this can mess up 
their dating techniques. 
‘fhe Aries isn’t the best 
guy for a drunken two- 
man,.if the girls are 


drunk babbling, being 
stupid, he doe put up 
with it in —_ . ave 


sex with them (- he 
calls them out on their 
* stupidity. 


TAURUS 
The best mothers. A 
Taurus is extremely 
selfless, the Taurus 
loves to focus on 
others. I know a Taurus 
who has a job, where she 


is the boss of everyone, ° 
when others are lazy she 


does their job for the 
while still handling 
own duties and does 
even say anything a 
it. A Taurus would x 
see you — you, as iff 
- people they love 
happy than themsel 
happy. The Taurus. 
to listen to gossif 
watch movies and 1i8 
to music about oth 
people. People fascing 
the Taurus. They a 
extremely passionate 
+ about whatever it 
‘is they. stand for. A 
Taurus’s opinion on 
something can never be 
changed, :théy don’t loose 
arguments, you: just have 
to’ give up. Very silly; 


‘they think simple things 


azre.funny. Not a drama- 
, Starter for others but 
for-‘themselves they love 
it. If the Taurus doesn’t 
‘have someone hating on 
'_ ‘them-or somebody to 
_prove' wrong they get 
' bored. : 
P _ "GEMINI - . 
A brick wall, great.at 
hiding: emotions. *?he _ 
girl I like is a Gemini. 
I couldn’t tell if she 
1iked'me back I had- to 
“straight up ask. When 
it comes to love, they 
have to be safe, they 
won’t put their feelings 
out into the world to be 
rejected or something. 
‘They hate BS, if.you’re 
in a life-or-déath 
situation with a Gemini 
they are going to hold 
it together 100 per cent. 
Born smart; they look 
at situations and can 
access the féelings of 
both parties involved. 
If you need someone to 
‘manage your life pick a 
Gemini, They are gonna 
ride for you, every 
gone one of these 
Y babies are very 
reliable. And hilarious: 
Dean Martin was a 
Gemini. 


e- 


CANCER 
The sensitive one. The 
Cancer takes family and 
friends very seriously 
and makes sure others 
are doing OK before they 
are doing OK. Will give, 
a ge goon “_— —— 
type of guy. e Cancer 
gets so lucky all the 
time; beéause of their 
endless selflessn 

they haye great karma. 
I know aman who walked 4 * 


4 


onto a film set to be 
a boxing instructor 
» for an actor. He was 
so charming though, 
and was fresh out of 
the penitentiary, that : 
the director chose him 
to act instead of the 
®professional actor! The 
luck of the Cancer is 
insane. Constantly, they 
are wondering how you’re 
doing, if everything 
is oF with you - they 
suck at talking about 
themselves. Annoying ~ °, 
® levers, ha. They love 
so much it can be 
overwhelming, but when 
, the non-cancer sees 
that, they can’t help it, 
the love blossoms an 
grows. Great assistant: 
or bodyguards. The 
Cancer is great at ™ 
taking orders. , 


“Leo” loves confrontation, 
any chance ata problem 
he takes it. The Leo 
is the most passionate 
lover and the coldest 
at the same time. Leos 

} love to think: think 
more, feel less is’ their 
motto. A Leo will think 
~himself into another 
dimension of himself he 
created while thinking 


® so damn hard; * 


Vv. al 
gos are always a 
eee bit lazy. “aenak 
worker bees, give them 
a task and it will be 
completed to a tee, but 
Ey and get them to 
push their own campaign 
or task? Forget about - 
it. Always filled with , 
useful information, < 
love to study; maybe not 
necessarily school but 
they study something. 
If a Virgo loves tiusic 
they spend Friday 
nights listening to 
, Becords, Ridiculously 
personable, very easy 
to bring around new 
friends, Vitrgos make 
. their presence known 
but it’s not overbearing 
when they stand in a 
circle and speak. Virgos 
are very observant, 
can make a lot of on- 
point observations about 
someone’s personality a 
after only a few minutes’ 
of hanging out. A Virgo 
would be’ the best | 
interviewer for a job. 


“% ha. 
~ Bha 
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SCORPIO 
Every Scorpio is blindly, 
no-practice-needed, 
amazingly talented at 
something. . Kevin Bradley 
will not skate for 3 
months, hop back is 
board roll aroun 2 5 
minutes and 16: ke 
he never took.a break, 
‘he’s a real Storpio, 
They are always the 
spokesman for cool in 
their friend ggoup. The 
*s Scorpio loves to act, 
not think. They makes, 
decisions at the drop & 
» a hat, when they pass 
window of a store with 
something they like it’s 
in their possession 4 
minutes later. Scorpios 
focus on themselves, not 
in a self-centered way, 
more in a ‘it’1l be more 
fun to hang dround me 
if I'm happy’ type of 
. way, ha. The Scorpio is 
not a oe person. 
Their lack of thinking 
about decisions causes 
their decision making 
to be very abrupt, so if 
they say they are coming 


» somewhere and in the 


LIBRA 
THey’re a1 about 


pe to always be 
opeful, always 
pme project ox 


2 ays the 
sense of security“in a 
friendship group. Libras 
and Leos know how to 


fight; fight physically and 


meptally. 
iy 


longevity. The tibra is® 


last second they get a 

feeling to not go, they 
don’t go. Simple as that, 
ha. Don’t call a Scorpio 
2E you're dying in the 
“ » street. 


ambitious, 
the Sagittarius will 
work until he’s dead. 
Their confidence causes . 
them to always be true 
,to themselves. They 
will never do something 
solely because someone 
thinks it's a good idea, 
if they don’t feel it 
they don’t do it. 


CAPRICORN 7” 

A born leader. When 

Capricorns are little 
kids their influence is 
so strong that grown & 

men may look to them 
for mannerisms and style 

toe copy. Capricorns 

are always calm and 
quietly Confident, the 
kind of confidence that 
doesn’t need to speak. 
Capricorns are awkward 
lovers. The confidence 
and need to swag makes 


it hard to let others 


in. -I know a Capricorn 
who dresses crazy, if you 
lay his outfits ~e bed 
they look horrfb! . But 
when he wears them it’s 
a completely different 
story. 


e 
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AQUARIUS 
Very low-key, this 
paragraph was hard to 
write because everyone I 
know who is an rius 
doesn’t like to tell you 
when it’s their birthday, 
ha. The Aquarius is a 
slave to routine; they 
love doing the same 
thing everyday. They 
would rather practice 
something and become 
very good at it rather 
than having a bunch 
£ halfway developed 
a dlgcerent talents. They 
, e@ to keep their 
friend group small. When - 
the Aquarius meets new 
people it takes them a 
while to start. talking 
about siblings or old 
stories. Great listeners. 
If you do a crime, 
bring an Aquarius, they 
will never snitch on 
you 100 per cent. In 
middle school a kid and 
I got in an argument 
over a game of kickball 
beforé' it could even 
get physical my buddy - 
Cameron comes out of 
nowhere and throws a 
kickball in the kids 
face, directly after 
the bell rings, we give 
each other a look, then 
go inside. Nobody says 
a,word to any teachers, 
meron and victim were 


oth Aquarius. . 
- 


PISCES 
nost secretively 
ive per you've 


bt! The Pisces will 
a million and one 
ems with someone/ 
ething, but would 
her just mentally 
“them off the list 
talk it out. The 
es is sensitive in”a 
ck you’ type of way, 
a’ ‘get sad and cry’ 
ype of way. Bécause 
bf constantly avoiding 
conflict the Pisces is 
usually a great spirit. 
Halfway thinkers, they 
don’t think too much 
like Leos, but aren’t 
like the Scorpio: the 
Scorpio just goes,* 
"Never thinks but that’s 
‘another story, ha. These 
February/March babies 
have a talent of giving 
hope and inspiring'® 
others to do something 
great. Imagine this 
person, Johnny. Johnny 
gets double-crossed 
on a construction job 
where he is promised 
the contract by Friend 
‘(Friend is the opposing 
made-up character). When 
Friend gives another 


construction company the | 


job, instead of getting 
mad and arguing, Johnny 
goes and works hard, 
ends ‘up getting 10 jobs 
that were better than 
the first one and makes 
a bunch of money. Johnny 
and Friend bump into 
each other at a party 
in the town center, 
Friend says “Johnny how 
have you been?” Johnny 
says: ‘ve been very 
* successful lately. 
And Johnny and Friend 
never have the same — 
relationship but always 


is a Pisces. 


6 remain friendly. Ha, that 
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THANKS TO THE MODELS 


AKMAD GRA 
AMBER CHA 
ALYCIA-BEL 


FREDERICK. & FRIENDS. 
GROUP SOUTH AFRICA 2001 
HARRISON WADE = 
ISAMAYA FFRENCH 
JAGK MARCY = 


FASHION CALL OUTS 


GLITTER BOY DOWN (BEST DAY EVER) 


CUSTOM RACESUIT BY SPARCO, VINTAGE GOOD YEAR CAP (PAGE 36) 

CUSTOMIZED JUMP SUIT BY BAND OF OUTSIDERS (PAGE 46) 

CUSTOM BELL HELMET BY PIERS DOWELL, WHITE T SHIRT BY LEVI’S (PAGE 47) 
TROUSERS BY DICKIES, RACING SHOES BY SPARCO, CHAIN MODEL’S OWN (PAGE 49) 
TROUSERS BY DICKIES, VINTAGE BOOTS CUSTOMIZED BY STYLIST (PAGE 51) 


JUMBO 


CUSTOM RACESUITS BY BALMAIN (PAGES 210, 211) 
SIMPSON RACESUIT AND LEVI’S JEANS CUSTOMIZED BY STYLIST (PAGE 208) 


SEQUIN TOP BY ZADIG & VOLTAIRE, ASYMMETRICAL TOP WORN UNDERNEATH BY VETEMENTS (PAGES 208, 
JACKET BY VERSACE, BACKPACK BY NORTH FACE X SUPREME (PAGE 209) 


CUSTOM RACESUIT TROUSERS BY ALPINESTARS, GLOVES BY RWB, VINTAGE CAP BY NACIONAL FOR AYRTON 


CUSTOM RACESUIT BY SPARCO, CUSTOM BELL HELMET BY PIERS DOWELL (PAGE 214) 


12 AND DRIFTING 


TURTLENECK BY JOHN SMEDLEY, RACESUIT DRIVER’S OWN (PAGE 338) 

VINTAGE JUMPER FROM PALACE COSTUME, RACESUIT AND HELMET DRIVER’S OWN (PAGE 339) 

VINTAGE SWEATSHIRT FROM WOW RETRO, VINTAGE ADIDAS TRACKSUIT BOTTOMS FROM PALACE COSTUME 
VINTAGE RENAULT SHIRT FROM WOW RETRO (PAGE 341) 

LONG SLEEVE SHIRT BY RAF SIMONS, RACESUIT AND SHOES BY SPARCO (PAGE 343) 

RACESUIT AND SHOES BY SPARCO (PAGE 344) 

VINTAGE SHIRT AND T FROM PALACE COSTUME, GLOVES BY SPARCO (PAGE 345) 
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